


Tho Barly Daye af lJeva - Doerbrock

Tntted Efates of Augrics in Tecanher of 1862, Phe Ssa3 hkalf cof
©wre Gonthenst guarier of gection 30 in Township wunher

of Ravges punbnev 11 Fast avg West kalf cf the Southwzst gunrier of

section 2¢ in Townshiy narher 32 Lorlz, of Rangs nurher 11 Sass

o

wag iueludad in Lhe liat of lawds selscted by the Slatz of Wis—
conein folinwing 2n zact of Uongress on July. 2, 1862 entitle
"Dorating Fuulie hands to Moo Several Stulss ang Territaories
Wnien fay Lrovide Colleges Zor The Senifit of Agriculturs z2ad the
Fechanical Aris,"

he St=ie of Wisaonsin in Septenzer 1834 granted Charled M.
dzham the 1ead ihal »was plottes as the villaze of Heva, now Decr-
breok. Izis village wag plottsed in Jaxaary 1887, The Horthern
Land Company onlairec the land Yori™ of +he village of 2eeve and

carrisd cn logging operztioms in 1865, Ihat

o

ornpany acld the

land 1o Charlez M. Uphan fn the spring of 13C6. Xr. Tpham gave
yp this promarly to Mary Lelsajzlise who seld it ¢o the Dehtars,
Harlowe apd Leui, Hainer and fuydsr,
Lre village of Wevs, though nletteé later thanm ihe willas
af Reecve, docame the Indugirial eeuter, Iths reazors for this
daveloprent were that the river szs used for Tleating lezs ang

trhe dan
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re for power., Iaiz dam, znowr than as
the Marphy dan and ks Indisn dan to the Jorbtheast wars uscd <o
f£1load lcgs down =he <ain Olairs iiver te Wauseau. Yhs railrean

»

stabion in the viilags also providsd transzporiation ¢f raw and
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finisghei products,
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Patti C'lrien/Fags 3

Iho viilaze of YNeva later changed 0 Leerbrook recieved ity

aune From the VYownshit of lNeva, Neva TOWNEYIp was pansd in horos

ohisf Heva, leader of a tribe of Chippews Indianc, wae visi<ad

&% what 10 xzow known as Neva Jovners m thelir 7way north to Tos:

in an =azrly day,
The village of Weva had ita nane éxanges

to Deersrook ny

=dward Denson a timber vrvuiger &no prosgeclor, wha, while cnmp-

ing near the Zav Clairsz »iver watched ke deer "drink hwis $3]a:v
BELS TOYPNINg Jusi as the sgm beeped over the hills procliaiqing

a new day. Thus ne called = "Heerbrocz, " by #kick it hes

Since Tteoen gaovm.

BUZLIDINGS OF VILLAGE €+ KovA - AL ABECCK

The wvillagsy of Deccbrsck'zoday s & Tar cry from vwhzt it
¥ag 80 years aze. Jriving demsn the only stwzet in tac village
Lhe ohserver can counl 20 housse, | agw wils
gzrage and a sullding thai housen hoth tne yosy cff
&rall gwore ynat s often cloged., It 12 Bard to haligve thal
tala alecu!y 1itlle commurizy was onoe & sariviong indvatriszl

wiere ihe TEuaing of Yhe dur aro psen today, ‘tharec wzs a
sawnill wnior wan sonstracses By Zariows and Ioos. They

migratsd froem Oshiiosh snd Wroughl ikelr followers w

1

mill was oij. Tt ztood i1dle Zor a vear 2gfore John Reindle,
Anton Jdicha, and Toals Lovetay ¢noraled it ans caortiy aftepr i%

‘

guurstion it was desiroyse hy fTire,
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#atii 0'Brien/tage 4

4% aboul thiz same time 1897 the firat besriing houss ax
wavery {(in thooe duys they wore Xnosn =3 saloons) a3008 cor uhe

corner acrass from ine poet office. I3 was owned by Thomas

“n

Hafzer and lstor Jehn Zrsl, Wae kusléirs waa mover Lo the centar
0f the slock whore b3e Jaceosus store stoed. Sanriel ‘unnlanck

obtaines the huilding and uced it zz 2 hearding house. Thi

0]

buileirg wae later rerodelced into & siore Bv ¥r. faxlarcs's son-

in-law Miery Jacodus. The siore cperoted uwailil 4t zurnesd in
Yarch 1940,
ihe firul store in Tosrsrook was 3-,-.1_-'.|}ﬁ, and owred by hm,

ae ot

Dexizr. Taler it beecam= 2 novwvany store owned by ¥r, leindle,

- M

LIter a rfocecsion of owrerz thae store hurned Zown on Septevbier

Misg Narsna Tueas a retirers? schocl teanher fram the Desra-
brock aresn roealled for me thnut, “AS a onils L ronemben wa i ing
in the Wiegert store for 21 =our or towe Ho wadlad any  fopr dn
Trha days when Zeersoragk was at iws nelipht se 2 milliivg

provie came Iy

-

or farms clght and ten miles distamoe witk orese
Anl g8 te trade for zrocuries, dry soods, fostwenes and =Ny
¢Sher dbens woich wers foumd !n Lhs gencral stope.®

FRSRiR

sAnpther imgosrtant busincess of Y-z time was tha Sristmill

hout 1400 Wy a vompany of steexholders., finr 8

twe zear vsricd ihe vonpany sold the i1l wo Ernest and Heemon

irt. Warners cume frem milas avay to have their wheab and ryo
grovnded into ficur, after the thresuing wax done in <he fail

Ao,



Fatli C'Beientiase

the mill was cperzabed day 214 nighu to avep up #1th the dewangd.
Fuarewers ofton wsy Lo remain in town owen night finding lodging

at the hotel.

*he Hirt brothers also overates » sawnlll and a zianing mill

iegs. into lumber, piling t in tne lumber yard a=d then afhtsr i<
wah soasoned they poled it irlc box cars Zor chipment. Teis saw
i1l was desiroyed Ty Tirs on iare 11, 1924 and z2ltrongh arciner
@211 was nuilddy in 4@ rlace it rever did the busincss Lnas ths
original one has dona,

Clher business in volved in e early years of Dearbrosy ir-
elude the Buteher shop was mamzgsd by Marx Suyder who rad the
Feal shop downsiairs and whto rasided ursbeirs. The duilding vas
Jazter =éved Lo the nerth of ithe present stere a7 Nariin Lq}?a.
Xr. :f-l:i’-':‘:‘ remadeled IThe Yuilding into o hlacksmith skoy;. He
later scld it to Np. Zdward Nassack who scntinucd vigckemizhing
tntil 1942, Busivsss “or the nlackswitl hooxsd when evervthing
cloe wes at 1ts Meight in Dewrtroox. ¥erses frod trhe mil t1vays had
Lu be gned, wagons aud other machifies has to ba Yepaired.  Feraers

fror nea» und far came to navs work dere. AfTzr dossac: rotinss

in 1942, The omilding sbtood 10le until 194¢ when it was Sismaniled.

"aes pest office of Haerbreook was moved A punter of times
cver ihe years i was Sdrst in Lhe eailvoad station, then in ihe
vomzany stors, and later in the home of Mra, R J. Stall Lien trng
fosynistrese. In later yesrs iy was henscé in the astors owved by
Wlagsrt, the Jercl ageir, and it iz greserbly unisr the sars

2'OGE

as the snell Daerheosk store.

in Daervrooc. They had a crew of zious inirty men ¢mployed sawing
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Patil O'ivianSiage &

“he ome L2w that prohavly effested she- solbildrmers of Deer—
brock thu mocl was the railroad thal cun through the village, The
iilwawiese, Lazeshere, and Westcrrn rmailrcad opsrated the £iwst irzin
trrouzh JDeerbreog to setllezenis ir ke nerth., A depol was boilt
aad Mo, Jonncrs was the Tirst depes egent. Tx 18C%, the Chic =g

HorTrweslern 23ilrond Conpany puretased all intercsts of the above

£

vompany and continues (o ovcrats (ke rallroad toizy.
The notel bui;ﬁ% oy tie Hirt trethers in 104 was used Lo
accommedaie laborars from atner towus, After tre sawwsll busirtess

2 into aparswents and occou-

hecare slack, Lhe building was

o

rled by tenzuts. Waer the Jacohus stors nur-ad in Laren 1S40, The

houel was dcstroyed by neigrboring Tlames,

S Hel e )
Tre Tirat scheol in the Dzerbroak-Neve ave Wwas a swall logz s

erect

&S

4 :d an yae farm of John Yovek, (my great Grandfather).
inis wchool wzs used 2y a handful ol tze sarly fawilies, The i-eat

seheol thal ezildrer oF Teevrtreool attended was at Ya<iek's cornars,

- -

(xom krowr as Neva). Ohils

-J

ven frov Deechrack and the surroundirg

farns wiinin a radive of three miles ationass L+is Ackacl.

-
i

ihe
#ohiool was s simple frame sirusturs vade of Tamher some what largey
tres wvAal on bhe Neovak fapm, dune gonocl on ths Bawak farm had surnt
gown., At fhe ¥Matsek's corncrs children sang, reas, recited
peeiry, stelled zand prastisad writing,

Tae zeating arrangrent in the schoal rocm was arrangsed around
“he stove thae was In iré middle of iqe rooy, The ziris sai ¢an the
ieft sfde of the furracs Tacing the foacher snd 4hs hovs sal on thie
rignt side of the Murvpace. Y was told that the ekiliren whe ssil

text 1o the Purnace were slways 2ot and thosa frRrShest away Ppgm 1t



Tatt4l O*Brien/Tage 7

weee ailways e2ld, Paie aschool was inm use until 160¢ when tho
Deertreok (raded echoel was Zulli . “his thres »oomel aschoal was

iz uss v te 1GR0O.

POLITIOS

One would think that pelitics woulf ue very grarssly attended
in pioneer communilies 3ut the Nevz aré Seertrook commiritiss wore
differeni. 1n 1880 the first town electicn wss held as Antigo,
Shawano counsy, but in 1883 Wuva was adwmitbed as a sown.

Kr, Deleglise founser of Antizo overatod for both and souzns
to build a communiity according 1o hie owsn idezls sc he wanted
certair men whe #ould back 2ic plans. The HNeva eleetion wenld Le
fun by g Jeerbrook mili hands since Lhey wanbered atout Zorty
and rone were tax payeras. To make sure the sestlers wers treatod
Fairly Mr. beleglise sezt Attcrncy Soaimz {(who Aiad af corcunplion)

and Vavrunex to carry thirgs yrorerly.

The meeting was 10 be held at Jown Jacomnza's acas for Lhe

Repudliican causus. The will hands, cowerar, had idca

-

3 of their

arn a& Lo wno would he sent an dslegasou o thnsy woald 'nt adwit
the setilers whick raised the semrer of Lr. Swetans. ile oailag
the lawyora sur Lhc scttlers %o his vlace and sfter 2 discussion
proved nis peinl that 2z taXgayer was better snliiled to vote than
A nipran:, and =0 the caucusg wag held at 4we »laccs. Waern =215 was

over six delezgates inastead of three appeared at the oounly clerk's

cifive Sut the Delszglize-imetans parlv won.
o - ot



Yatii O'Briern/Teze R

dust south of nressat éay Leerhroo: is tho inlérseticn of
county Teark 2 ard what 15 now Raileoad drive. Do louk &t it now
the chsurver would ssz iwo houses on ouposite cormers and thai's
Aali, f=arB Aazo howsver the villzge of Deeve stood in this spot.
Toundad before Duarbroci in 1883 whe vililags of Breve thrived sz
a brade cenler. Tn the late 1830'e and ¢urly 1€¢0's Reeve can-
tained 2 uarber shop, a hiszekaomiting shop, a gereral store, =

ghop werc wagons and sleds wers wads.

vy =y
R RBEATIOY

Lile was not "2Il1 woric and na tlay" In the early days in
Deerbroox. Indian pow-wows werc held =t the indian seitlement
al inddan dam, four miles novthesst of tha village, People cume
from the neighboring cemmmities <o s2: thoss ceremonizlis which
were neld on Saluréay nights turing tne suaner.

Daneing was alsc a form of vecreatien fow the ssttlers.

Daress were Melé cn the thresk Tloer of = farner's Darn wista
semecnz from the community furnishing fiddle munis, Later the
dances weres held as the #ancos 2alls erectes uy ths tatisk's and
Fmetana's.  vances weve aiso held at an cren navilion buil< by
Woneel imetanz in Wiz woods on SGaturisy aftorveens.

“he dirt wrothers eronuored ypisninz oa thwir rroperty vor

Wneir employess and friends, Sometiros thsze ware reld on the
river bankw snd omotives in newly erasled ~uildings., a4 Titinerarn

¢hurch «xlac za2ld picnics for its meThers whick enclideld girrer

and games,



[ONE LITOE IR TZs SUNXUHLYY

Koss of the veorle woo livel in Loerbreck {imen the villaze
of Xevz)] atiended ihe 5t. Matthewz Imtherar Jnurenh whics tricr o
1623 was locatad om county Irunk A. Tn %820 the conErezalion
purchased & varsonage, througr the cconsian’ effcris and energises
of the congreastlon, ihig cormer siill remaine an atiractive spes.
A few of the fantlles aitended the 35t Wencells Cazholia
Churexn wrich wag construsted in 12¢7 north of Mattek's ¢conere.
Thie congregation Wae ecoved by 2 Felisz iriest frow Antiga.
Since wmost of then were donemizx, they engageé 2 pricst from &Si.
fary'y Churts %o say ass svery other funday. Now Loz parish
nairtzins a priesi whe resides in the puarish kall. In the mié 30's
a rew and uninue churehn was build beeausas the old ons Trovesd In--

adequate. The nsv churs® is & sfone circulor building with a
larze Gcme,

Lo tnose Tapilies wha hatl o place of worzniy came Lise llelern

-
"y

Jones of Hempsier irn Lhe sainer of 10
ing 2 2ible achoal)., Ths doara of bhe Josenh “igcher berme ween

opensi widse Ffor the first mceting with everend Tivon of Antige
cangeegzlinea]l churen as pasior, Afler tzab, services wars held

¥ Jiss Jaxes in mavmors homes. ater it was Secided to holsd then

ridzy eveninsas st lie Horman Hice Lome,

st
P ARV gt o
>ame to Deerrrook in the warly days

2¢ while wery was wlantifol ard then



3 few ZForrman and 2eonomian famililes who had tusiness eztabhlievmenis

Legane the pecazcent selidens.  Yhese peonle conirivatas rob only
to the development and prosperity of the Jeerbrooi thst onece wae,
tut shrough thelr Intclligence snd elforts maintained s highs

standard of liviusg for othsrs. They promoled the religicous, ed-

igational recrecational and ooeial aspscts which wilhouk 4ne whole

Tered,

sommunity wonld nave swd

The Bohemiaxz sottlers thst cazme 16 the Dzorhrock area were
nostly immigrants though sormz nad livad for awrile in Manitowoo.
Tresa geople came wiith 3 lrzde or voosllon wxie? they learned in
their romzlianc, tailers, tin anlivs, blacksriihs, shoemakers sni
sgamstresass were arong then,

Tney were a merry ueor.g, amd the hard work anfé privations
whiek'they suffered did not faze thex for ihey were &atermined

v vonguer Lhese Gifficultles and make a Better living for their

Tozy lived in thelr ceoomumities as one hig familw, hnelpirng
each otner as tha nnad presemied itszlf, either in =anilding ikeir
cadire and barne or in sicknees or iv plenting anc harvesting

thelr crove.
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