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If we begin at County Highway I, the Tirst form on the
wesat waa nomesteadad by the John Novak.s. They were the pai2
of Hrs. anna ikasek from whom I have zothen wueh helrn.

Novak_s were the grandparents of krs.. Poter C'Brien, a

reediéefit and active in elvic affoirsg, The Lovaiis WoTe ol -

ceeded by the iine Brothers, Ed and Adalph, but today this
farm ic owned by Fred and Irene ! Hofwnafin.

The next plaae wae setticd by the 4Albert Czonsk
Tne Alb2ri Cahak_s brought up a Tamily of twelve chi 1'“7n
hers and the farm was sold to Andrew Bunda, The farm bome
was nezr tine highway and when the new 45 wes construcied tin:
home w:.8 moved 1af*aar west and todzy is the home of Ray &an
Filorence urams, The balance of the land up 3c the "corners
was originally owvmed by the Fred Jacobus family,
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In the late 1880's, Wenzel J. Mattek, a yourg man frow
Manitowoc,caue to the areca wo be a bookkeeper ior the Gillis
Saw 1111, In 1893, he purchssed an acre of land from Fred

Jacobus and srected a bulldlﬂb which served zs a taveran, Later

he built a lnwn-to on the south cide Wthh SEerve a as a atore.
The precen® tavern is noi the original tavern but nart of the
0ld foundz1tion can be viewed in the bacement of the pressr?t
structurc,
-l

In 1897, Wenzel Mattek married Wilhelmina Jacobus. The
bride’s marents gave her one acrz of land and the avtek hoxe
was built on th;: site. %Wenzel and Xinna Matielk cshzred their
heme with his ozarants, Jobn 2n3d Anna Matiekr, who nhad alszo
come 1o llave s d4id most of their children, Frank, Josenh,

S

Hary,(krs. Franit Plzak), Katie (irs. Joe rl""x), end Carcanri,
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When referring to a general store it was all that. It
carried celluloid collars worn by *the gentlemen GO horse

¢gollars., &1l staﬂle grocer*ea and bulk prunes and ralsins
and evpricots packed in *Cnu"—fl re pound boxes were sold bulk,.
There were also bins Tor suga flour, salt =nd rice. The

bread rack was quite an anoiujon - o glass case that held
unwrapped bread and bulk sveet rollse.

The hardware devartmant, with nails,
hay forks, rakes, and shovels, wWag wnecessar
done Dy hand in hi“ﬁng end. harve ving. I
wagon loads of full potato crates, stacked
another, on their way to the ra ilroad cars

The drug devartment, that in later veoars enballed a
drug permit, ceved peopie a trip to nﬂtlﬂo for non-pr2scription
drugs. The man whd was shocn;n for a laxative and in broken
English tried to explain “move bowels to the elerk. Tuae
clark was baffled but tried to dstermine what he was shopping
for and showed him moth Dalls

About the turn of the century the need for farm machinery
began tc ba_come evident. W. J. Mattekx had a franchise with
Internatlonal Hazrvester Company. Anton Plzak recalls his
father telling how he worked for HatteXs He would zo to Liiy
by wagon because the machinery came on the Soo Railroad to Lily.
Sebastian Plzak, 2T thet tiue, 1ived where Jece Lane does and
worked for latitek sebiing up machines.

¥

Tn 1942, the machine shop was added to the north side of
store and as the machinery business expanded, the chop on ithe
south side cf +the store was bullt 1in 1048,. In 1915 a Neva
FParmers Eank was organized which made 1t con"enient for the
farmers to cashtheir checks zand do routineg businsss. The
bank closed during tae Tﬂak of the depression andé never 4id

eopen after the dealth or Wenzel ikatbteke. The bank was nousel
{n an addition on the north side of the store. Iater it wac
used as a display space Ior trastors or cther machines.
Finally, the partition was ro

moved and the store was enlzrged.
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I think I am safe to staete the Cu-Inn 1is one of the
st ta e in the county. As stated before, it is not
origi ilding but wos bulli and rsmodel=d on the
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a POk of tie
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When larold returned from service, he continued iis
bartendins and this year marks the forty-Tourth year nis
1icenss has been renewed. The ice house behind tioe taver:
has been torn dowm for vears but some of you mlght Dem
buving ice, wmade in the winter at ileva Lake and packed in
sawdust.

Over the years >uite a centrel place for
goclilal cvents. 1t 1 farm day for iattek's
Store, the fiwrsct church 4 ,(for St. Wencel's Church)
basketball games, dsacing, box socials, and parties of the
Deerbrook School., wWedding receptions, including silver and
golden ones, birt celenrations, the golden anniversary
of the DeerbrooXk W ‘s Club and the 1list could go on and
on a3 business & ourishes. For several years it serveld

delldcious mesls nee hall was converted into a
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restaurant. At to: me 1t becane knowvm as the Qu-Inn but
the aroma ol Zoo% served thers s£till lingers. Ruth
Schmutzer and Lu Benes, both monaged the dining roon

at one time,

Phe first cheess factory built at the "ecorners" was built
v Wenzel 190%. It was iccated on the ¢ 5
ide of Coux raghvaey E nearly across the rooad from the Neva
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and later Ben Paenicla.

In 1923, the leva Farmers Coone ative Cheese Factory was
completed. e Tirct cheese makers in this factory veres tne
Sehrano Brotiers from Esar Greeir followed by Bert Jdeske,

. X, Hyerz, Zenry 3tefl and Barold Stengl, The last cneege
meker before it closed its doors. iony of the local men
helped weigh in the ~ilk end helped with the mixing and
processing of the pilk a2s it was made into cheese. In the
early vears everything had to be done by hand. Anyone who
walked through the cheese factory could always sample the
warm, rubbery cheese curds. Little did we realize wvhat an
expensive snack we nad the pleasure of snitching.

The roaring twenties could have been referred to as the
flowing twenties and 2 vast amount of milk was hauled in milk
vagons, Thée cans were lined up end each farmer had a number.
nhe corner' was a congested place every morning. Being a
five corners,; it seemed wWagons came from every direction.
it was a toss up to see who would be the first eustomer
“ut Joe Holup or Smelana.s were usually first.
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Farly one wmorning 1n 1925 the Mattek factory burned.

mhe lleva Farmers factory tonk over the added load of milic,
Some of the Tarmers began breaking away &nd alrezdy wvere
pauling to Krafts 2t Antigc. The leva Factory operated until
1958, With the milk haulers extablishing their routes, milk
was hauled elther to Eraits or the Antigo 1111k Prdductse.

Milk Trucks picked up 2% the individual farms, Schultz of
Phlox zlso had a milk rovie through this areas

LAfter the ¥Mattek Cheese Pactory burned, Steve Pucek

purchased the land and erecied a garage. Ihe northwvest corner
of the building served as living cuarters., This building
served as the Cherrolet Sales =nd Service. Henry Savina, &

brother-inlaw of Steve's,vas tne mechanic and later James
gindelar, cnother troither-inlai;was salesman and bookkeenerl.
Heary Savina moved to dntigo because he purchased the Hash
seles and Sindelars and (lelceh moved to Kentucky. dJames
Sharon and Richard mertiny followed but today this building
nouses’ the Aniigo Disposal Service, swmed and coperated by
Wililiam Teschner,
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perhaps o bartender. ATter death ths noucguw was
cold to izaritin Lajza and Wrs o aAntigo to iive
with her deughter, krs., walt

In the mid thirties, lir. Pucek built a brick filling
station just south of the Dick Martiny home. The road bahind
the garasze was the ma2in highway U.S. 45 and wasa convenlent
for the highway trarfic znd other customers. ILu (Red)
Eurlburt wes the first menager of this filling station and
Al B8avins was also an attendant.

When Highway 45 was rclocated o little fabther west,
the station was not so conveniently lccated and was torn down.
The home built by James Sindelar, now the home of Richard
Martiny, was quite an addition to the corner, It truly raised
havoc with the neighborhood children's plagground though.

t one time there were three taverns at the corners,
Adolph Novek remodeled the original Janouselk blackemiti shop
intc a tavern., Albert Cuenthner had had a repair shop in
it at that time. Later it was purchased by Dan Quinn and
made into a comforitable home., Stanley Plzak_s retired there
and after their death the property was purchased by Steve
Tllichman. He built an attractive home on the site, Hls -
wife is well versed in the botanical names of her varled array
of flowers that grace thelr property.

The o0ld schocl house, used until 1905, occuples a pro-
minent place at the corner and hopefully if restored will
be a landmark to be proud of. As we travel north from the
corners we are enchanced by St. Wencel's Church with its
beautiful grounds. Thae church was completed in 1922 with
Revercend Henry Hubert serving as pastor. Today it 1s listed
2g one of the tourist attractions of the countiye.

Several homes were bullt i@between the church and the
original Joseph iattek farm that is owned and operated by
a grandscn, Dan Honzlk and family, Across the road, the
home of Joseph Lane was once occuviled by Sebastian Plzak
and later by the Joe Scnleig farily. The Arthur Lane_s
purchased the home which is Josebh Lanc's homee
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huilding proved to be in:
B3 211 wers built. This bull
. ecenter for dances, Z03J meetlings znd col
»pticns, ete. Hearly every Iaturday night
2t e corners wvould alternatc for dancing ad
there would ve a celebration in both hallse, The
the tavern wasz partitioned off and =zerved br 2
! room wlth sleeping rooms upstairs, On
nother wartitioned area that served as a
. Peroutka in charge. Later he closed
ntigo. Harry Tomany opened & shoe repalr

rs were Frank Bugustyn ( no relative
Ben Xryka, Jdames Francek and Georse,
last operator of the Smetana Tavern,
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f his upstairs bedroom.

t wife of VWenzel Smetana was a sister of John and
« They were the parents of Louls, Johkn, &Hlbert,

s. Jeeseph Lezro). Wenzel Smetana and his second

in the log house that set back a short distance

to the south snd east of the tavern, After his deatnh the old
log home was torn downe

A Scuraml home that was the first place exst on County I
was the retirement home of the Senlor Schraml_s. Later it was
rented and a tornado went through and toolk parid of the front
oIff the bouse. At the time 1t was rented by the Edward Jesse
familyv. Frank znd Elsie Plzak purchssed the house and it was
moved up Lo County Highway A and repaired., Later tne Frank
Plzak o s0ld it and the present owner 18 Fred Kakes,

In 1$3%, John Jacabus built the former Crescent Club. It
wag a real additlon to the Corner and was ovperated by Frznces
and JYhn Jacobus. This was a real night club and featured
delicious chicken snd drescsing., It was a popular place for
weddings, chowers and club meetings. The home, a Tormer
railimzoad building from Antigo, was meoved in behind the tavern
to provide adeguate room for the femily. This home has been
extensively remodeled recently.

In 1964, Eugene and Louise Brandt purchased the property
and it 1e¢ known zs Geno's. Excellent meals, including their
broasted chicken, alonz with choice of drinks are served.

Lerogs Trom CGeno's, during World War II an Honor Roll
Tor thne service personnel of Neva and a flag pole were erected.
#he Honor Roll has been replaced by a granite monument inscribed
"In honor of the men and women of Neva who served in the Armed
Forces of the United States of America." Deceasged soldiers

are listed Dy name., Peopls travelling County Highway A notice
this attractively kept memorial,

If we continue on County A from the corners, the first

nlace on the right was orlginally the Seaman home. Bert
Jaegke a2nd Dewev Hzartman 1ived thare and an did YWenrel anA
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and . Today it is ihe
1 fa rlace wis moved
and Katic Plzak and
ad ! the oncrators

nil Malitz, He Ruszh and Art

is owmed by John and Vi Crha., It has
1ld not be recognized as the criginal
red there,

end Doris Quinn built their home, the next
irg. Anna Cuinn, Harold's mother, was the 731
tive in 4-~H Cludb work at the cormerz. The next
7ere toth moved in from White iake, ore for Trnect
b 1s the home of the Dawia Schmidt_s today and
Iy e Jzcobus MeDougal purchased znd noved.,’
there with her thres children until her rarriage to
Geerze Gray, H arents; the late Fred Jacobus, resided
thers unti g death and today the home is oxna2d by
the Joulin Svurgsons,
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liam Gresch is “he homestead of the John
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Lchultzes, A lar ramily grew up there and the hospitality ot
that hows was cutstanding. Hany of the clergy and nosts of
iriends were banquested here,

Across the road the former John MNowotny place, one of the
cldest settlers of the area, followed by the Louis Jloval- fanily
and now the comfortable home of Bessie Duchan, formeril v
Besslie Lajza Xoutnilk.

The last place on the west and nearest the corner is the
home built by Joseph Pecka. Laterp it was purchased by Joseph
and Agnes Blahnik and now the home of the Taugtes family.

Thls brings us to the cemeteries where many of the past
regidents of this area rest in peace. And we come baclk to
"the old school house", an o0ld landmark of Neva Corners,

To the best of ny abllity, I have tried to provide historical
Tact but if any discrepancy is noted, I am sorry. I am grateful
for 211 the help that has been offered me through personal
contast,

Josephine Matiek Kondzels
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