At right, Mick Macklem paints ol the p
; vanished many years ago; Al

ilings that mark the site of the Jones’ water park an Neva Lake, which - :
teft, a ladder from the-big dock can be seen under the water. . .

Decades ago, youngsters had real fun |
Jones’ water park mixed thrills and dangers at Neva Lake.

Ever run with sciasors?
In today’s litigious society, it is hard
to imagine a time when a fow riska

__2gm wore taken for grant-
i ) ed as a part. of child-

o - like paclksof pi:ip'pies
M to
r‘ ¥ b X backyard, = . climbed
g high into haylofts ‘and

hoed. Youngsters ran
from - backyar
R built deep forts in’ the

bales and raced ‘hell-bent

‘where  Ha¥ry -
primitive version - of what woulid be -
-called a water park today. . o
2o Allthatsieft ‘niow are a dozen or 8o

down oy slogeé on flexible flyers.
Paste arid sand were considered a food

group. ‘

One of the greatest places for child-
hood-—and perhaps a bit of adylt—
tomfoolery—weda up at Neva Lake,
-/Jones -constructed " a

hazards o) navigation that snag fish

line’ qnd batter ghe lower units of the:

pontogn boats. But usually hidden by |

the dee? lake’s dark waters, the batter - - |-
a e

lives a ‘stone's throw
_ : ock-was Yocated, says ;
“We went ce_and just kept |

. See n




¥ 19305 and early 19405 The pilings
3 raduced lhe lake Ievel and allowed more ) be vi ble 1

aars_of ‘drought; hav




nitalong”
‘accompanied “by his

= hédve been 90 by 80 feet a full

uge; ‘and inits day,

..........

v The: g'uy that knﬁws thc
“*most *about the dotk—and
DL indeed about muchof:Neva's
.7i . history—is Rob Jird; who has
“-: compiled a loose-leal binder
" full "of :newspaper : clippings, .
7 photographs and even mat.ch-
“ . book covers., .

L ments in Laverns,
suggestingihe's
- booE casions

wheh -4 Gfew  patrons -of

Quinn's of “Reif’s have raised

Tquestions ‘About this:or that
barn or whu hved ‘where,

.' 5 Tavem, and’ the
" dock are Lied to the history of

- Neva Laké; which, accordmg
i documents,  “once
“had: a.lm tas many taverns

- Even today the \ake is dif:
Ificult o géy tou; lecated off of
!a;re ‘Raad; which is:off of
whach qg-off of
FhA etcehera,

: Afirsty knbwn- as’
esterholdt. Laké:and: later

SATELINOW .

nderson Lake and

tle: pal ‘Lacey, a miniature =

¥ measured “ithe -

: “pilings ated:the - Neva~ Garden Plat

ind’ figured : ‘the:dock must

. on'a big'dance pavilion, never

_ getling- beyond  the founda---
-tion stage.

h.,NeIhe. it ‘must’ have been |

Bas§ Laké; at the timé incor-

f:furm. If “the 5t kid - didn)
".:33-'mmd hezgh—ts the other "ku.l

: been a bootlegger i
‘Harry .apparently’ had hlg
plans for-Nevi Lake. He cre-

and ‘also staried construction

the ¢abin for a -time He

another tavern in 1945,

Harry died, along with his
big dreams for the neighbor-
hood, in 1954. Hl,len fo Iowed.
in 1969 - _

Back to the dock.

Harry constructed the dock
a short distance from his tav-
ern and it was qum, & siruc-
ture.

Jira’s account follows

- The dock headed west with -

a diving bourd af the end
just above the water. To th
southwest of -this divin
board Harry put in u puir
posts a couple feet above the

water with a diving board on’
it. A guy had io Jump pretly.

hard v get any spring from it

of the dock intersection Harry

built-a: 20-foot tower with.a:

wwooden”. plank  top, used by
- bravé kids diving plat-
“form::The t was a gredl
place to go:for Some of -the
kids piaymg tag: If a kid wha
Cwas i was afraid of heights
ke wauld -not clinb the pl

“Reif recalling : it -as prétiy
'ramshackle Sbyis
. '19403

- The bar burm.d down in:
. 1940 or 194! and the Jones’
_continued to serve beer from

“5aid, “but it - was pretty nck
_ety by then.” s

- Somehow we managed to gé‘t
2ty Neva. The swimmingiand =
‘Shortly before the end of -~
the main dock it branched .
north. To the north and west - were always most: pleamnt :
“and: kept all:in-good:répa
“There werd:no life guards

“remémber  the best:d

the beach ‘Mr Jon_es stored' i

ke and Antxgo still femen
er the water park; withdJi

the "'m1d

‘Gene Jacobus remembers

* visiting the dock in the late bet
-1940s when ‘he was seven o'
, eight yéars old:”

transferred his license to .

&n(

“We used the swmgs he :

Memories ‘may’ be faint; .

but, alas gentle readers; pho- 2 Ha
'rographic images “are—even | Tred
fainter. - An ‘Antigo. AN

Daily ;.
Journal ; appeal brought no

“results - ;

George Steed, a fan.hful iy
friend of the crew who now 5%
- lives-in Poland, knows why .- w¢
-and-shared it in a recent c,-_:_'. wh
mail: S W
ello Miss‘Lis'a',‘-_' : < Tod
few -months - -pr
amed of Neva. No one eyer - df

4 @ carneris there. All-were™” SACI

lucky to have the licket price.:.
It . must have beén  :1942.7

diving was o greal par
~summer. Mr..and Mrs: Jones

‘never saw  anh dccident.

‘was simply fa junipér 0




